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NEWS
Have You Signed the Petition?
The GSU Student Life campaign entitled #SaveOurEducation for GSU students is in full-swing. The
campaign opposes the proposed serious budget cuts to Illinois higher education.
 
Have you signed the Change.org petition? The petition, which will be delivered to the Illinois House,
Senate and Governor Rauner, is online at http://bit.ly/saveoureducation. It’s a quick and easy way to let
state leaders know how valuable GSU is to students and the state.
 
Next week is the culminating event of the campaign—the student and staff trip to Springfield on
Wednesday, April 22 to meet with state legislators.
 
If you’re interested in participating, contact Sheree Sanderson at ssanderson@govst.edu.
 
Nearing Granted Guggenheim Fellowship
Professor Daniel Nearing has been awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship for 2015. The announcement
was made at an April meeting of the Board of Trustees of the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial
Foundation in New York.
 
Nearing is the program coordinator for the Master of Fine Arts in Independent Film in the College of
Arts and Sciences, and  the director of the character-driven, black and white “periodless” pieces
“Chicago Heights” and “Hogtown”.  He will receive a “no strings attached” individual artist grant that will
support the development of the third film in the trilogy. Nearing has also been invited to a gathering in
New York in May for this year's group of winners along with Fellows from the past half century.
 
 
Guggenheim Fellowships are grants that have been awarded since 1925 to those “who have
demonstrated exceptional capacity for productive scholarship or exceptional creative ability in the arts.”
This year, only 173 of 3,000 applicants were awarded Guggenheim Fellowships.
 
More than 100 Nobel laureates have held Guggenheim Fellowships, and their grants have provided
cornerstone support for filmmakers, authors and artists such as Ken Burns, Barbara Kopple, Margaret
Atwood, Saul Bellow, and Archibald Motley.
 
To read more about the Guggenheim Fellowship and the list of this year’s winners, click here.
 
 
2015 GSU Presidential Scholars Named
 
GSU Freshman Presidential Scholarship recipients Nicole Ames (left) and Carolina Serrato.
 
When Nicole Ames’ father called her with the news that President Maimon had called to inform them
that she had won the 2015 GSU Freshman Presidential Scholarship, she screamed with excitement.
That reaction, while understandable, came while Nicole was working at the Midlothian Public Library. 
The patrons quickly understood the commotion because Nicole and fellow winner Carolina Serrato,
were the recipients of an extraordinary honor.
 
Carolina and Nicole were awarded the Presidential Scholarship after a competitive process that
included consideration of High School grades, letters of recommendation, essays, participation in a
GSU Honors class about leadership as well as an interview.  The GSU Freshman Presidential
Scholarship covers the cost of tuition and fees (up to 15 credit hours each fall and spring semester) as
well as $750.00 toward books each fall and spring semester at the GSU Follett Bookstore.  The
scholarship renews up to eight consecutive fall and spring semesters (four years) if the winners
continue to qualify for the scholarship.  
 
For Carolina, a senior at Bloom Trail High School, and Nicole, a senior at Bremen High School, the
scholarship will remove the financial burden of college tuition for them and their families. “This means
that all my hard work has paid off,” said Carolina, who is interested in studying Communications
Disorders at GSU.
 
Nicole, who expresses an interest in studying Elementary Education at GSU, wasn’t aware of the
Presidential Scholarship until her high school guidance counselor told her to “go for it.” “I’m so glad I
did! I have friends who go to GSU and they love it. I can’t wait to get started,” she said.
 
GSU is a Smoke-Free Campus July 1
In accordance with (110 ILCS 64/) the Smoke-Free Campus Act, as of July 1, 2015 smoking will be
prohibited at Governors State University indoors and outdoors on campus and in university-owned
vehicles.  Littering the remains of tobacco products or any other related waste product on campus
property is further prohibited.
 
The purpose of the Smoke-Free Campus Act is to provide a healthy environment that promotes and
encourages the health, well-being, and safety of students, faculty, staff, and visitors at Governors State
University by minimizing the negative effects of secondhand smoke; to improve safety; and to
encourage a more sustainable environment.
 
A link to consequences for disregarding the law is: http://www.govst.edu/communitystandards/.
 
Current smokers are encouraged to attend Freedom from Smoking Cessation Classes, which will be
held beginning May 11- June 22 at GSU. Workshop/classes are $25 per person for the eight-week
program. There is a minimum of 12 participants and a maximum of 20 per program and registration will
remain open until the close of the second class.
 
To read the Higher Education Smoke-Free Campus Act. 
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=3575&ChapterID=18
 
NAIA Decision Tomorrow; Website Premier
On Tuesday, April 14, GSU will receive word on whether it has been accepted into the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA).  Athletic Director, Tony Bates and Faculty Athletic
Representative (FAR) Dr. John Yunger are in Charlotte, N.C. for the announcement, which will come
on the final day of the NAIA Convention.
In anticipation of the announcement, the GSU Athletic Department has been hard at work on a new
look for its web presence. Above is a sneak peek at the new look, which will make its official debut
soon.
If accepted into the NAIA, GSU athletics would begin competition with seven sports teams for the
2015-2016 season, including women’s volleyball, men’s and women’s cross country, men’s and
women’s golf, and men’s and women’s basketball.
2015 Student Senate Election Results


















Board of Trustee Student Representative
Yolanda Pitts
 
Illinois Board of Higher Education Student Rep.
Lisa Wallace
They will join: Addison Jackson, Jr., Mychael Vanarsdale, Gina Kates Mitchell, Lisa Garman, Fred
Hamilton, Arnett Lewis, Betty Campbell, and Kevin Green.
The new Student Senate will have their induction ceremony at the next Student Senate meeting, April
15, 2015 at 3:30 p.m. in FOC Atrium.  
Registrar’s Office News-Commencement, Priority Registration,
Fall Classes Online
The ordering deadline for eligible students who wish to participate in the May Commencement
ceremony is approaching. Students must order their regalia online at https://oakhalli.com/colleges/govst
by Friday, April 17th.
 
There will not be another way to order regalia when the deadline has passed. Students must be in
good financial-standing with GSU in order to participate in the ceremony. Students can monitor the
Commencement website for updates/announcements at www.govst.edu/commencement.
 
The Registrar’s Office also would like students to be aware that Priority Registration for the Fall 2015
Priority registration for the Fall 2015 semester begins Monday, April 20th.
 
Fall 2015 classes are now being displayed online at classes.govst.edu. Fall 2015 class schedule
information is also available in the portal under Online Services – Registration – Search for Sections.
Professor’s Work Featured by American Historical Association
Congratulations to David Hamilton Golland, Ph.D., GSU Assistant Professor and Coordinator of History
and Social Sciences. His essay Digitizing the Fletcher Papers: A Unique Historical Experience was
published in the current Perspectives on History, the newsmagazine of the American Historical
Association.
Student Presents at First Year Experience Conference
Lauren Ryba, a recipient of the GSU Innovative Research on the First Year Experience (FYE) Mini-
Grant awarded through the Provost's Office, presented her research in a poster session at the 34th
Annual Conference on the First Year Experience in Dallas, TX in March.  Her research topic was titled,
"High Impact Strategies and the Effect it has on Students’ Math Attitude".
 
BUZZ
Pep Rally Supports GSU Promise
GSU President Elaine P. Maimon joins students and JAX at the GSU Promise Pep Rally.
On Wednesday, April 1, GSU students in collaboration with the Office of Development held a Pep Rally
in support of the GSU Promise, the university’s flagship scholarship program established to provide
high achieving community college transfer students the opportunity to complete their bachelor’s degree
free from crushing debt.  This fundraiser, a student-led peer-to-peer philanthropic initiative, was a
statement of paying it forward and helping one another.  Not every student at GSU is eligible for the
GSU Promise, but students stepped up to help their peers selflessly. Students supported the event
through monetary contributions, their voices, and talents.  For more information, Click Here.
 
Ask Me About My Shoes
 
As part of Sexual Assault Awareness Month, GSU faculty, staff and students are invited to participate in
“Ask Me About My Shoes.” Participants will wear clothing that fits their expression of gender identity but
wear shoes that fit the opposite expression of gender (e.g. high heels with masculine clothing and
masculine shoes with feminine clothing). The goal is for 200 students, faculty and staff to participate.
If you are interested in participating, please complete the following survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/AskAboutMyShoes. After registering for this event, you can pick up
your t-shirt and other materials in the Hall of Governors Monday through Wednesday (April 13-15)
between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
 
Celebrate National Library Week!  Visit Your GSU Library
April 12-18 is National Library Week and your GSU Library has a number of events and activities
planned to celebrate all of the services the library offers the GSU Community:
Poetry on the Prairie Brown Bag Luncheon – Coffee will be served. Tuesday, April 14–11:30
a.m.-1 p.m., Library D2401A
Faculty Authors and Program Grant Recipients Reception – Wednesday, April 15, 2:30-
4p.m., Library Balcony, Co-sponsored by the Friends of the Library
Poetry Workshop for students interested in learning more about writing poetry or to have their
poetry critiqued.   Wednesday, April 15, 5-7 p.m., Library Conference Room, Dr. Muhammad and
Josh Sopiarz
Library Survey – During Library Hours
 
“We in the library are invested in providing the best information, knowledge, and service.  We want to
know how the library is meeting the needs of the GSU Community, so we are asking all who come into
the library beginning next week to look for the GSU Library Survey, and take just a few moments to fill
it out.  We are particularly interested in obtaining your feedback on library hours,” said Lydia Morrow





National Volunteer Week April 13-18
 
 
National Volunteer Week, April 13-18, is about inspiring, recognizing and encouraging people to seek
out imaginative ways to engage in their communities. It’s about demonstrating to the nation that by
working together, we have the fortitude to meet our challenges and accomplish our goals. This week is
about taking action and encouraging individuals and their respective communities to be at the center of
social change – discovering and actively demonstrating their collective power to make a difference.
 
The Community Service Council and the Civic Engagement and Community Service Center will host a
week of events dedicated toward encouraging the GSU’s community to understand the important




Poetry on the Prairie
You are invited to a Brown Bag Drop-In Discussion celebrating National Poetry Month, Tuesday, April
14 from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. in the GSU Library, Room D2401A.
 
Join Professor Rashidah Muhammad and other poetry lovers in a discussion inspired by the poems
featured daily on Poets.org.
 
Bring your lunch. Coffee will be served.  Be sure to visit Poets.org and sign up to receive a poem of the
day. For more information, please write to RMuhammad@govst.edu.
 
  
Sustainable Garden—Rent Your Plots!
 
Begin preparing your gardening tools to use at the University Sustainable Garden! Plot rental has now
started for the 2015 growing season.  The University Sustainable Garden gives faculty, staff, students,
and community members an opportunity to grow organic vegetables of their choice.  Facilities
Development & Management has expanded the size and number of plots based on demand.  Make
2015 a healthier year for you and your family!
 
Timing Date Group Category




Week #2 Starting April 20th GSU Community
(faculty, staff, students)
New gardeners
Week #3 Starting April 27th Surrounding community
members
Returning gardeners
Week #4 Starting May 4th Surrounding community
members
New gardeners
For questions, please call Facilities at Ext: 4515
 
Friends of the Library Thanks GSU Community
 
The Spring Book Sale, held Wednesday, April 8, was a big success thanks to support from the GSU
community. “The Friends of the GSU Library are most appreciative to GSU community for their
support,” said Ann Manning -Nagel, President of the Friends of the GSU Library.  Contributions to the
sale allow the Friends of the Library to support the Library in many ways including most recently
supporting the Skylight Gallery in the Library, and purchasing new furniture for the Library Book
Exchange along with books, CD’s and DVD’s.
 
The group’s next event is to co-sponsor the Faculty Authors and Sponsored Program Grant Recipients
Reception Wednesday, April 15th from 2:30-4 p.m. on the library balcony.   Anyone who is interested in
learning more about the Friends of the GSU Library or becoming a member of the group can visit
http://libguides.govst.edu/friends/, or send an email to the FriendsofGSULibrary@gmail.com.
 
 
Vacation Education at Governors State University
 
Take advantage of the ultimate summertime college opportunity... the chance to pick up a class you
need to fill a General Education requirement while you have the time and none of the stress.
Vacation Education at GSU offers Gen. Ed. courses at convenient times – when you have the time.
Our flexible summer schedule accommodates your need to work as well as your need to have a




SafeZone Training April 23
 
 
GSU will hold a SafeZone Training session open to all students, faculty, staff and community members
Thursday, April 23 from 1-3 p.m. in D34160. The goal of this program is to raise awareness about the
dynamics of gender and sexual orientation while exploring different ways to embody inclusive allyship
for people of all orientations, genders, sexualities, identities, and levels of being out.  Space is




The Annual Student Leadership Awards
 
The Student Leadership Awards will be held on Friday, May 1, in the Hall of Governors.  This program
is designed to highlight the achievements, of GSU Student Clubs and Organizations, as well as the
staff, faculty, and administrators who support these groups.  This year’s event, will celebrate the
students’ many accomplishments, and reminded them of the impact that their student clubs and
organizations have on the university and campus community.  Nominations are currently being
accepted in the following categories:
 
Outstanding Student Club/Organization Award
Outstanding Graduate Student Award
Outstanding Undergraduate Student Award
Freshman of the Year Award
Rising Star Award
New Student Club/Organization of the Year
Program of the Year
Outstanding Club/Organization Advisor
Outstanding Support Staff
The Elaine P. Maimon Award
 




Blood Drive April 14
GSU’s Student Occupational Therapy Association (SOTA) and The Community Service Council (CSC)
will co-sponsor a GSU Community Blood Drive Tuesday, April 14, from 3 to 7 p.m. in the University’s
Game Lounge.
Donors are asked to register in advance at www.heartlandbc.org, or contact Saadah (SOTA) at
sottman@student.govst.edu, Taneisha (CSC) at tpalmer2@govst.edu, or call the OT office at
708.235.7589.  Donors must be at least 17 years of age and weigh a minimum of 110 lbs.  You must
bring a photo ID with you to the Blood Drive. 
Those with questions regarding their donor eligibility are asked to contact Heartland Blood Centers
directly at 708.633.0101. Donated blood is a precious gift.  All blood donors will receive a T-shirt in
thanks for their lifesaving contribution.  
(In)Justice for All Film Festival at GSU
GSU is one of the sponsors of the (In)Justice for All International Film Festival, which spans 10 days,
16 venues and 35 films from April 9-18. On Wednesday, April 15, GSU will host a free screening of the
films “I Believe in Me (Fighting for Trans Rights in Prison)” and “What World Do You Live In?” from
4:30-6:30 p.m. For more information and to RSVP, visit: www.injusticeforallff.com.
MILE Workshop April 16
Join us on April 16 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. in the E Lounge when the Metropolitan Institute for Leadership
in Education (MILE) hosts Dr. Donna Ford presenting an all day workshop: “To Be Young, Gifted, and
Black: The under-representation of minorities in gifted education programs.” Dr. Ford’s research on
gifted and diverse student populations is unique, moving, personal, and powerful. This workshop will
bring hands-on tools for teachers and principals to improve their strategies on identifying and
supporting gifted minority children.  Register here.
Spring Career Fair April 16
The Spring Career and Internship Fair will be held Thursday, April 16, from 2-5 p.m., in the Center for
Performing Arts Lobby, Engbretson Hall and the Hall of Governors. The fair is for people interested in
jobs and internship opportunities in communications, technology, business and public administration,
criminal justice, addiction studies, community health, and related fields.
 
Current students, alumni, and community members are invited to attend. Potential employers are also
invited to register as participants. This is an opportunity to match jobs and internships positions with
qualified personnel. This event is free and open to the public. For more information, call (708) 235-
3974.
 
Dr. Sonia Nieto April 16
The Faculty Scholarship and Teaching Center and the College of Education with support from The
Teacher Quality Partnership Grant Present: A Conversation with Dr. Sonia Nieto, April 16, 5:00 p.m. in
the E-Lounge.
 
Educator, researcher, writer, and teacher, Sonia Nieto is Professor Emerita of Language, Literacy, and
Culture, College of Education, University of Massachusetts, Amherst. She has taught students from
elementary school through doctoral studies and her research focuses on  multicultural education,
teacher education, and the education of Latinos, immigrants, and other students of culturally and
linguistically diverse backgrounds.
 
Dr. Nieto will be speaking about her recently published book, Why We Teach Now (Teachers College
Press, 2015). Other recent books include Finding Joy in Teaching Students of Diverse Backgrounds:
Culturally Responsive and Socially Just Practices in U.S. Classrooms (2013); Affirming Diversity: The
Sociopolitical Context of Multicultural Education (6th ed, 2012, with Patty Bode); The Light in Their
Eyes: Creating Multicultural Learning Communities (2nd edition, 2010); Language, Culture, and
Teaching: Critical Perspectives (2nd ed, 2010). Her memoir, Brooklyn Dreams: My Life as a Public
Educator (Harvard Education Press) will be published in the fall.
 
The program includes a reception and book signing. Books will be available for purchase at event.
 
For further information about Dr. Nieto, please see her web page http://www.sonianieto.com. For further
information about this workshop, please contact Teri Sosa, Director Faculty Scholarship and Teaching
Center, tsosa@govst.edu.
Gender Matters Conference April 17-18
 
The 5th annual Gender Matters Conference will be held Friday and Saturday, April 17-18 in Engbretson
Hall. Conference hours are 11 a.m.-9 p.m. on Friday, and 9 a.m.-8:15 p.m. on Saturday. This year’s
program promises to be as outstanding as ever!
 
In addition to conference panel presentations and keynote speakers, David Hanley-Tejeda, a
performance poet and intercultural communication professor, will perform MeSo Mestizo on Saturday.
 
All are welcome and admission is free. Click here for more information and a complete schedule of
events.
Fundraiser for Sertoma Centre April 18
The GSU Chapter of the National Student Speech Language and Hearing Association (NSSLHA) will
host a Spring Bowl fundraiser for Sertoma Centre, Inc., on Saturday, April 18, from 1 to 4 p.m. at Oak
Forest Bowl and The Park, 15240 Cicero Avenue, Oak Forest.  NSSLHA members are graduate and
undergraduate students enrolled in Communication Disorders at GSU.
In addition to bowling, a Silent Auction featuring evening gowns, sports tickets and more will be held. 
All proceeds will go to Sertoma Centre, Inc., a not-for-profit agency headquartered in Alsip that serves
individuals with developmental disabilities.
Children age 11 and under may bowl for free. Adults and children age 12 and older who want to attend
the event (but not bowl) will be charged $5.  Adults and children age 12 and older who would like to
bowl will be charged $10. Admission for senior citizens is $5; senior citizens who want to bowl will be
charged $7.




MILE Presents Dr. John Carlson April 21
 
 
The Metropolitan Institute for Leadership in Education (MILE) will present a free presentation by Dr.
John Carlson, Distinguished Professor, Division of Psychology and Counseling on Tuesday, April 21 at
3:30 p.m. in Engbretson Hall. Dr. Carlson will discuss Daniel Goleman’s concepts of focus and triple
focus, providing a deeper concentration on Goleman’s visit to GSU in March. Dr. Carlson will help the
GSU community apply mindfulness and meditation practices to their lives. For more information, call
708.534.4024.
SAVE THE DATE
Graduate Professional Network Ice Cream Social April 23
All students, faculty, staff are invited to stop by the Hall of Governors Thursday, April 23 from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. for an Ice Cream Fundraising Event to support the Graduate Professional Network.
Zarlengo’s Italian Ice, voted best ice cream in Chicagoland by the Sun Times and provider of ice cream
treats at US Cellular Field will be coming to campus with Italian ice, chocolate-dipped ice cream bars,
cookie sandwiches, and five flavors of gelato.  All products are only $2-3.
 
For more information, Email Matt Gentry at mgentry@student.govst.edu.
 
 
Kimberly Akimbo April 24-25
 
GSU Theatre and Performance Studies will present “Kimberly Akimbo" Friday, April 24 and Saturday,
April 25 at 8 p.m. in the Sherman Recital Hall.
This hilarious play follows a teenager with a rare condition causing her body to age faster than it
should. When she and her family flee Secaucus under dubious circumstances, Kimberly is forced to
reevaluate her life amidst dealing with a totally dysfunctional family, her own mortality, and, most
terrifying of all, the possibility of first love. Click here for tickets and more information.
 
Faculty Research Salon April 24: Impact of Environments on
Children with Disabilities
 
Nine faculty members from the College of Health and Human Services and the College of Education
will discuss their evidence-based scholarship relating to the role that physical, social, cultural, political
and economic environments play in the daily lives of children with disabilities.
 
The event will commence with a continental breakfast at 8 a.m. on Friday, April 24, 2015, and will end
at 1 p.m. All GSU students, faculty, staff members and the general public are welcome to attend.
Please RSVP to Katie or Melissa at chpintern@govst.edu or 708-235-3981. If there is no answer, leave
a voice mail and you will be added to the RSVP list.
 
 
In the Mood Sunday, April 26
On Sunday, April 26 at 4 p.m., the Center for Performing Arts celebrates the greatest generation with
the swinging sounds of the 1940s in the national touring production, In the Mood. Much more than a
concert, this retro musical features singers, dancers and the sensational String of Pearls Orchestra. By
recreating the best popular music and songs of the late 1930s and the 1940s, In the Mood aspires to
promote the memory of this most significant time in American history. 
Tickets range from $25-40. Adults 65+ pay only $20. Click here for tickets and more information. This
performance is generously sponsored by Humana. For more information, visit www.humana.com.
WDCB radio is a media sponsor of the event. A portion of The Center’s programming is also supported
by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency.
 
Communication Disorders Prevention Fair April 28
The GSU community and members of the public are invited to learn ways to prevent Noise-Induced
Hearing Loss (NIHL) and stroke in young adults when the Department of Communication Disorders
hosts a Prevention Fair on Tuesday, April 28, 2015, from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. in GSU's F Lobby.
Activities will include:
Check Your Hearing
Play the "Do You Know Your Decibels?" Game
Learn to Act F.A.S.T.
Food, fun and prizes. 
This program is made possible by a grant from the GSU Intellectual Life Committee.
 
21st Annual Student Research Conference
 
GSU will hold its 21st Annual Student Research Conference on Tuesday, April 28.
 
Conference: The conference will provide students an opportunity to present their research work before
an audience of their peers, and will provide a forum to highlight research accomplishments at GSU. All
the presentations will be made by students only. Please encourage your students to present their
research and other scholarly work in this conference.
 
Registration and Abstract Forms: The registration and the abstract submission forms are available
here. Please send the filled forms electronically by email to skumar@govst.edu.
 
All attendees are required to register using the registration forms. Students are encouraged to attend
the conference even if they are not presenting any paper. Invite your students to attend the conference
and join for lunch. However, students must be registered before the deadline of Friday, April 17, 2015.
There is no registration fee.
 
Deadline: Registration and Abstract Submission Deadline: Friday, April 17, 2015.
 
Program: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. The conference will begin at 9 a.m. and will have morning and
afternoon podium presentations. The posters will be displayed right after the lunch, which will be
provided to all registrants. Certificates of Merit will be awarded to all student participants.
 
Conference Format:  Students may present their work in podium presentation or poster presentation
formats. The podium presentations will be 15 minutes in duration followed by five minutes
question/answer session. In the poster presentations students will display their work in small posters
which will cover an area of 4' W x 3' H.
 
Conference Proceedings: All abstracts will be published in the conference proceedings.
 
 
Volunteer at WE Day April 30
 
Continuing on Volunteer Week’s theme, students and faculty are encouraged to attend the Volunteer at
WE Day! on Thursday, April 30 from 7 a.m.-3 p.m., at the Allstate Arena in Rosemont.
Why Volunteer?
•                     See the greatest leaders and performers of our time, including Common, Jennifer Hudson,
Selena Gomez and more!
•                     Support youth who are making a difference, locally and globally
•                     Give back to the community in a fun, easy and meaningful way
•                     Take part in an unforgettable volunteer experience
To learn more about We Day and to sign-up go to
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GSUWeDay2015
 
Facebook Posts of the Week
Response to our #SaveOurEducation post:
Latosha M. Wright Signed & shared
Doria Scott Not only did I vote, I shared and asked others to vote as well as join us.in Springfield.
Mel Tomei Pricing middle class families out of affording higher education for our kids. Thanks...
Do you have a story or event you want to submit for the GSU View?
Click here to learn about our submission guidelines.
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